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of twenty thousand horse. If Jadhavrao claimed his descent from
the Yadav Kings of Devgiri, Shahaji traced his lineage back to
the Rajput princes of Udepur. Well-born and well-connected as
she was, Jijabai was greater still in the herosim which ennobles
men and women in the humblest circumstances of life. Her father
never excused the injury that had mortified his pride, and the
nturn of events, which made Shahaji king-maker at Ahmednagar
and Daulatabad, only aggravated this enmity. Jadhavrao went
over to the Moghul invaders, and Shahaji was forced to give up
the defence of the Ahmednagar kings. He retired to Bijapur hotly
pursued by his father-in-law, leaving his wife behind him, a fugi-
tive and a captive in the hands of her father. In these adverse
circumstances, Jijabai was left to her own resources, about the
time that she gave birth to the great Shivaji in the fort of Shivaner.
Jijabai, abandoned by her father and husband, had good reason
to feel in her own person the indignity of foreign subjection. In
her desolate condition young Shivaji was all in all to hei;, and she
brought him up relying solely on the protection of the gods,
especially the Goddess Bhawani, who had spared her and her
child in the midst of such afflictions. Later on, with Shahaji's
permission, she removed to his Jahagir at Poona, then managed
by Dadoji Kondadev, Shahaji's trusted minister. The hill forts
which surrounded the place were associated in Shivaji's memories
as his only safe home, and no wonder that, with such a mother,
and with such associations, he developed a character of hardihood
and enterprise from his earliest days. The boy loved his mother
with an affection which had no bounds. His father never lived
with him but his mother was always at hand. Throughout his life,
she was the guiding genius and protecting deity whose approba-
tion rewarded all toil and filled him with a courage which nothing
could daunt. The religious turn of mind, and the strong faith in
his mission, so prominent in his character, Shivaji owed entirely
to his mother, who literally fed him on the old Puranic legends
of bravery and war. When on Shahaji's death, Jijabai desired to
immolate herself, it was Shivaji's entreaties which reconciled
her to live with him a little while longer. Shivaji left his kingdom
in her charge when he went to Delhi, and in all the great crises
of his life he first invoked her blessings, and she always charged
him to attempt the most hazardous feats, trusting in divine pro-
tection. If ever great men owed their greatness to the inspiration
of their mothers, the influence of Jijabai was a factor of prime
importance in the making of Shivaji's career, and the chief source
. of his strength.
Next only to Jijabai's influence    over young Shivaji,    must

